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THE SHOREACRES CITY COUNCIL MET ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2004 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE SHOREACRES CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 601 SHOREACRES BLVD, SHOREACRES, TEXAS.

1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON


MAYOR


PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON


MAYOR PRO-TEM

PRESENT

VICKIE ELLIS



ALDERMAN


PRESENT

JOE GOMER



ALDERMAN


PRESENT

DAN BLANCHARD


ALDERMAN


PRESENT

TOM REVAK



ALDERMAN


PRESENT

SHARI TAIT



CITY SECRETARY

ABSENT

ROBIN ELDRIDGE


UTILITY CLERK

PRESENT

2.0
CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1
Citizen’s Comments


Nylia Stevenson, 122 Forest 

· Asked the status of the overgrown oleanders at the intersection of Miramar and Forest and whether or not they were on the city right-of-way. Mayor Edmonson said that the

stop sign has been moved closer to the road to improve visibility and some of the trees have been trimmed. She said she has asked Chief French to verify compliance and give her his assessment but he was tied up today. Mayor Edmonson said she will follow up on it.

O.W. Schaffer, 505 Shady lawn 

· Asked if any more effort was being put into fixing the park up. Mayor Edmonson said

there will be baseball diamond placed on the field and the bleachers will be moved by the  backstop. She said the lights are working now and the field will be laid out shortly.

Greg Kowis, 606 Oakdale  
· Said the City started cutting a ditch in front of his house today and asked if they

            will be replacing the expansion joint when they broke out the driveway and re-pour it. He then asked if the City Inspector would be inspecting the work after it’s done. Mayor Edmonson said that it would be inspected. She said she spoke with the Public Works Director earlier and he will get the name of Mr. Kowis’s original contractor that poured his driveway as a possible contractor to repour the driveway Mayor Edmonson said that if the ditches had been at the correct elevation before the driveway was built, the culverts would have been in the right place. 

· Mr. Kowis said that it looks like the ditch has some back slope and doesn’t want water sitting in front of his house. He asked for it to be surveyed. Mayor Edmonson said that the contractor the City uses is very thorough and that there haven’t been any problems with ditches draining after they’ve been done. He asked how long the job will take and was told by Mayor Edmonson that she’d let him know. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/General Discussion


Alderman Washington

· Thanked everyone who participated in the annual the B-B-Q Cook-off on behalf of the Shoreacres Civic Association and said everyone had a great time.

· Attended the Homeland Security meeting with Chief French today. Charles Mc Kay,

a Dean in science and math at the University of Houston-Clear Lake, was one of the spokespersons.  Mr. Mc Kay coordinates municipalities, federal, local, and state levels all in a real time information sharing universe. There were other emergency management officials, NASA representatives, and representatives from the United Space Alliance present. 

Alderman Ellis

· Attended the CLEMC meeting last week and the resignation of Richard Clemese, the Finance Director was accepted.

Tom Revak

· Attended the SEACAP meeting a couple of weeks ago. 

· Is still trying to find a backhoe for the Public Works Department.

            Mayor Edmonson

· Met with TXDot this past Monday on the reconstruction of State Highway 146. They are moving into preliminary designs, with three (3) alternatives. One alternative would immediately be eliminated since it entails an overpass beginning halfway down Shoreacres Boulevard. The other two alternatives vary by whether Highway 146 would go over Shoreacres Boulevard or Shoreacres Boulevard would go over Highway 146. TX Dot has agreed to carry both alternatives into the preliminary design project which should begin in October. She said that TXDot told her that they would either build a sound barrier wall or a vegetative berm.

· Summarized a letter of request to the City of La Porte on how to allocate the costs for fire service.

· Had lunch with Alton Porter, the new La Porte Mayor, and Peggy Arisco, the Mayor of Morgan’s Point. 

· Said the Mayor of Dover, England is visiting and staying at Sylvia and Bill Carter’s home in Shoreacres.

· Is in the process of recruiting one or more citizens that live along Taylor Bayou or South Bayou Forest to represent the citizens at the Clear Creek Watershed Committee meetings.

· Will be adding the task of Park Planning to the final application for the Cycle #10 Coastal Coordination Council Grant which is due October 6.  

· Reported that the Bond Roads contract will be awarded either on October 5 or October 12 Commissioners Court meeting.

· Said that the signs for Road Construction are still in the city on the joint venture roads because the County hasn’t accepted the roads yet. She said the contractor is still sealing some of the cracks in the roads.

3.2
Review/Discuss Parks and Recreation Board report.


Dianne Victor, Chair of the Parks and Recreation Board

· Reported that she and Tracy Revak are speaking with Roy Joiner about making signs for the Parks.

· Asked that the Public Works Department to please check with Cindy Srader before painting any park buildings or benches, etc. 

· Asked that an article to be placed in the Shoreacres Shorts concerning littering in the parks and also asking citizens to pick up after their pets. Suggested posting “No Littering” signs along the water front. Mayor Edmonson suggested posting one sign with the park rules sign along the waterfront. 

· Is pleased with the progress that has been made in Circle Park.

· Said the Parks Board is looking into planting more trees around the playground area at Circle Park.   

· Said the culverts will soon be installed in Heron Park.

· Said that Mary Beth Maher would soon be scheduling a meeting to review the grant used for the Kiosk, observation deck and walk-over bridge.

· Asked if the City had an agreement with the Houston Yacht Club concerning the gate being left open that leads to Shell Beach.

· Recommended that vegetation along the waterfront be allowed to grow to at least three feet high and that the mowing of the grass stop within three to five feet from the edge for safety reasons.

· Said that Tracy is working with Charlie Thomas, an architect, on the lighthouse design of the gazebo for City Hall Park. 

· Alderman Washington asked if Circle Park had ever been called something else. He was told by Alderman Gomer that at one time the baseball field was called Rawlings Field. Mayor Edmonson said that before the signs are made for the parks, an ordinance be adopted officially naming the parks.


4.0
OLD BUSINESS

4.1
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-33, Providing Rates and Charges for Water and Sewer Usage. Alderman Washington made a motion and was seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve Ordinance Number 2004-33 with a few grammatical changes.  


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.0
NEW BUSINESS

5.1
Consider/Approve Final Plat of Bayou Oaks Section II. 


Mayor Edmonson said that the plat that was approved in April of this year didn’t include the utility easements. Motion was made by Alderman Gomer and was seconded by Alderman Washington to approve the Final Plat of Bayou Oaks Section II.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNAIMOUS CONSENT. 

5.2
Consider/Approve the Expenditure of up to $2,376, for the Sealing of Cracks on Miramar St. from Baywood to Fairfield. Mayor Edmonson said that some of the streets have cracks that need to be repaired before they get worse. Motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve expenditures up to $2,376 for the sealing of cracks on Miramar from Baywood to Fairfield.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.3
Discuss/Consider Expenditure of up to $5,000 for the Replacement of the Manhole and Lines to the Manhole at Westview and Shoreacres Blvd. Mayor Edmonson said the amount should be $2,500 instead of $5,000. She said that Eloy had a verbal agreement with a company that will do this replacement for around $2,100 to $2,200. Alderman Gomer made a motion and was seconded by Alderman Washington to approve the expenditure up to $2,500 for the replacement of the manhole and lines to the manhole at Westview and Shoreacres Blvd.


5.4
Discuss/Take Action on Financial Report through August 2004. 

Alderman Washington said that the city didn’t spend any of the Building Security Fee 

and was told by Mayor Edmonson that the fund accrues so it can be spent in the next year’s budget. Alderman Washington said that there were also several more street signs that needed to be purchased and said there was money left in that category too. Alderman Blanchard asked what a citizen had to do to get a “Slow-Children at Play” or “Caution- Blind Child” sign displayed. He was told that it just had to be approved by Council.

Motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the Financial Report for August 2004.

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.5
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-34, a General Certificate of Local Government Unit from Southeast Texas Housing Finance Corporation’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds for a Multifamily Property in the City of La Porte. Motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Revak to defer this item until a representative from SETH could come and discuss this project.   


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.    

6.0
ADJOURNMENT


Mayor Edmonson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:34 P.M.
PASS AND APPROVED THIS _______________ DAY OF _________________ 2004






___________________________







Nancy R. Edmonson, Mayor


ATTEST:






_____________________


Shari Tait, City Secretary

