The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends the following changes to the
Shoreacres City Code.
Editor’s Note: Additions are underlined and deleted text appears within brackets “[ ].”
Sec. 74-1. Definitions.
(a) For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and terms as used herein are
defined. Words used in the present tense include the future; words in the singular
number include the plural number and words in the plural number include the singular;
the word "building" includes the word "structure", the word "lot" includes the word "plot";
the word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary.
(1) Accessory means a subordinate use of a building customarily incident to
and located on the lot supplied by the main use or building.
(2) Accessory building means any structure other than the primary house or
either the primary or secondary garage on a piece of property. Accessory
buildings include storage sheds, utility buildings, pool houses, and decorative
structures such as gazebos and green houses.
(3) Building area means the maximum horizontal projected area of the building
at or above grade or for more than one floor level, the total projected area of all
floors, exclusive of the floor area of attached garages, basements, or attics not
used for residence purposes, and open or screened porches, and terraces,
steps, pools, walks, drives, and parking area.
(4) Carport or porte-cochere means a structure with a roof attached to the
primary house or the primary garage and with at least two open sides used for
parking motorized vehicles on the premises where such structure is located.
Motorized vehicles, include, but are not limited to, automobiles, boats, jet skis,
tractors, and recreational vehicles.
(5) Corner lot means a lot situated at the junction of two or more streets.
(6) Customary home occupations means an occupation, not involving the
conduct of a business, customarily carried on in a single-family dwelling as an
incidental but not the principal use thereof by a member of the occupant's family
residing on the premises, without the help of any assistant or employee, without
structural alterations in the building or any of its rooms, without the installation of
any machinery or equipment other than that customary to normal household
operations, without the use of any signs, display or advertisements of the
occupation or the telephone number of the same, the person conducting the
same, or of the occupant, and which occupation does not cause the generation
of any traffic in the street nor involve the storage or display of any merchandise
or commodity, and which occupation does not include: beauty schools, parlors or
shops, doctor's or dentist offices for the treatment of patients, barbershops,
carpenters shops, electrician's shops, shoe shops, plumbers shops, radio shops,
tinner's shops, auto repairing, auto painting, boat repairing, furniture repairing,
sign painting or real estate offices, but not limited to those so enumerated, and
which occupations are not detrimental or injurious to adjoining property, and
which occupation does not involve the conduct of a school, the exceptions being
in district "G" and with home-schooling, and which occupation does not include
the keeping, stabling, pasturing, boarding or caring for the horses, cattle, dogs,
cats, fowl or other animals of persons other than the occupants of the main
building.
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(7) Depth of lot means the mean horizontal distance between the front and rear
lot lines.
(8) District means a portion of the City of Shoreacres for which the regulations
governing the area, type, construction, height, or use of the buildings and land
are uniform.
(9) Driveway means a way or place in private ownership and used for vehicular
travel by the owner and those having access or implied permission from the
owner but not by other persons.
(10) Expansion joint means a space between sections of a driveway
constructed for the purpose of allowing for expansion to prevent the bucking and
cracking of the driveway.
(11) Easement means a reserved area for placement of water, sewer, gas, and
other utility lines.
(12) Family means any number of individuals related by blood, adoption, or
marriage, together with their domestic servants and not more than two lodgers,
all living together as a single housekeeping unit, as distinguished from a group
occupying a boarding house, lodging house, club fraternity, sorority, motel,
apartment, duplex, or hotel.
(13) Front structure line means the forward most point at which the structure
meets a line across the width of the lot parallel to the front lot line.
(14) Front yard means the front portion of each lot or lots from the front building
line to the front line of the lot or lots.
(15) Garage means a fully enclosed structure, with doors, that can be used to
shelter motorized vehicles, including, but not limited to, automobiles, boat trailers,
jet skis, tractors, and recreational vehicles.
(16) Height means the vertical distance from the minimum base flood elevation
allowed for construction to the [average elevation of the roof over the] highest
point of any structure [story. In measuring the height of a building, the following
structures shall be excluded:] including chimneys, tanks, water towers, radio
towers, ornamental cupolas, domes or spires and parapet walls [not exceeding
four feet in height].
(17) Lot means land occupied or intended to be occupied by a building and its
accessory buildings, including such open spaces as are required under this
chapter and having its principal frontage upon a public street or officially
approved place.
(18) Lot line means the lines bounding a lot as defined herein.
(19) Masonry means exterior surfaces of the outside walls of a structure which
is constructed of brick veneer, solid brick, hollow tile, stone, concrete, marble,
glass or a combination of any of these materials.
(20) Motor vehicle means a self-propelled vehicle designed for use on a
highway, a trailer or semi trailer designed for use with a self-propelled vehicle, or
a vehicle propelled by electric power from overhead wires and not operated on
rails.
(21) Nonconforming use means a building or premises occupied by a use that
does not conform to the regulations of the district in which it is situated.
(22) Open space means any unoccupied space on the lot that is open and
unobstructed to the sky and occupied by no building whatsoever.
(23) Rear structure line means the rear most point at which the structure meets
a line across the width of the lot parallel to the back lot line.
(24) Rear yard means the rear portion of each lot between the main building
and the rear lot line.
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(25) Shipping container/storage container means a portable compartment for
the repeated carriage of cargo in bulk or package form that has the following
characteristics:
(a) Of a permanent character and accordingly strong enough for
repeated use;
(b) Specially designed to facilitate the carriage of goods by one or more
modes of transport without intermediate reloading;
(c) Fitted with devices permitting its ready handling particularly its
transfer from one mode of transport to another;
(d) So designed as to be easy to fill and empty, and any enclosure,
device, box, container, or anything similar in nature or use to the above.
The term shipping or storage container includes all types involved in the
maritime, railroad, and trucking industries including but not limited to flat racks,
ventilated, half-height, tank, reefers, open-top, canvas top, high cube bulk, and
similar named containers. The term applies to new, used, certified, documented,
licensed, repaired or surplus containers constructed of any material. If a
container ever met the above definition, it is still considered a shipping container
or storage. Once a container - always a container.
(26) Side yard means an open, unoccupied space on the same lot with a
building extending between the building and the side line of the lot and extending
through from the street or from the front yard or to the rear line of the lot. Any lot
line not a rear lot line or a front line shall be deemed a side line.
(27) Single-family dwelling means a detached building having accommodations
for and occupied by only one family.
(28) Story means that portion of a building included between the surface of any
floor or foundation slab and the surface of the floor next above it or if there is no
floor above, then the space between such floor and the ceiling next above it.
(29) Street means a public thoroughfare.
(30) Structural alterations means any alteration of stressed members of a
building and including movement or structural alteration of door and window
openings and substantial changes of exterior appearance.
(31) Temporary building means a building or premises occupied for a specific
temporary purpose.
(32) Width of side yard means the mean horizontal distance between a side
wall of a building and the side line of the lot.
Sec. 74-158. Height requirements in A, B, B-1, [and] C and E districts.
(1) The height of a building in districts A, B, B-1, [and] C and E shall not exceed
40 [28] feet.
(2) Construction shall conform to the building code adopted by the City of
Shoreacres.
Sec. 74-311. General erection limitations.
(a) No fence shall be erected on a public right-of-way, public park or beyond [the
building] any lot line [in front].
(b) Fences abutting on a street right-of-way, public park, or public waterfront shall
be constructed so that all supporting members, including posts and horizontal runners,
shall not face the street. This provision shall apply to fences erected on any lot line
including front, side and back.
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(c) Hurricane, chain link, and other similar wire type fencing is prohibited within
the front portion of a lot.
(d) Fences in the front portion of a lot shall be no more than 25 percent opaque.
(e) In this section:
(1) Front portion means the area of a lot extending to the front line from
the line between each side lot line front limit, including the sides.
(2) Front limit means the point along a side lot line that intersects the front
structure line. When there are structures on both sides of a side lot line the front
structure line nearest the front line of the lot establishes the front limit. In no case
shall the front limit be closer to the front lot line than the front building line.
(f) This section does not apply to institutional security fences, fences owned by
any governmental entity or fences specifically required or allowed by this Code.
Sec. 74-312. On vacant lots.
No [On vacant lots, all] fences shall be erected [30 feet from the property line in
the front] on vacant lots.
Sec. 74-313. Maximum height.
No fence in zoning districts A, B, B-1, C, or E shall be more than [six] eight feet in
height, except a wooden fence which may have up to a six-inch rot board along the
bottom. Fences shall be constructed only of wood, masonry, wrought iron, chain link,
steel, brick, concrete or combination thereof, unless otherwise approved by the board of
adjustments.
Sec. 74-314. [Reserved] Construction, maintenance of electric fences.
(a) Except as provided herein, it shall be unlawful for any person owning or
controlling any property in the city to construct, maintain, or permit to remain on such
property any fence charged with electricity, or to cause any fence to become charged
with a current of electricity, to connect any such fence with a source of electricity or to
permit any fence under the control of such person to be connected with a source of
electricity.
(b) The use of electric fences shall be allowed on the premises of any single
family dwelling only for the purpose of erecting an enclosure to restrain the movement of
dogs. All electric fence equipment so utilized shall be a UL approved product and
installed and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. The owner
and/or controller of the premises shall be responsible for 1) obtaining a building permit
prior to installation of the electric fence; 2) installing and maintaining signage that
identifies the fence as an "electric fence"; 3) installing and maintaining the electrified
elements of the fence so as to be protected from accidental contact by any person on
property abutting the premises where such fence is installed; and 4) scheduling a city
inspection to confirm the product is tested/approved and installed in accordance with
manufacturer's instructions.
(c) In any prosecution under this section testimony that any fence was under the
control of the defendant or situated on his premises and that any person received an
electric shock by coming in contact with such fence shall be prima facie evidence that
such defendant caused such fence to be charged with a current of electricity and caused
and permitted such fence to be connected with a source of electricity.
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Sec. 74-315. When replacement required.
Should any existing fence be damaged as much as 50 percent of non-conforming
linear footage or 50 percent of the total linear footage and need replacing, it shall be
replaced in accordance with this division and shall require a new building permit.
Sec. 74-316. Barbed wire, dangerous materials restricted.
(a) No barbed-wire fencing shall be used within the city except on government
owned property or when required by law. [when] Barbed-wire fencing may only be used
atop a chain-link fence not less than six feet in height. The barbed-wire fencing may not
extend more than one foot above the chain link fence.
(b) Walls, fences or similar structures shall not contain any substances such as
broken glass, spikes, nails, or similar materials designated to inflict pain or injury to any
person or animal.
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