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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2004 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL AT 601 SHOREACRES BLVD., SHOREACRES, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. 


1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON

MAYOR

PRESENT

STAN KRAUHS

MAYOR-PRO-TEM
PRESENT 

VICKIE ELLIS


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JOE GOMER


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

            DAN BLANCHARD

ALDERMAN

PRESENT (at 8:10) 


            ROBIN ELDRIDGE

UTILITY CLERK
PRESENT




2.0       CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1       Citizen’s Comments

3.0
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/ General Discussion

            Alderman Washington

· Recognized Michelle Jackson, a resident of Shoreacres and student of La Porte High School. He said that she and other cast members of “Fiddler on the Roof” did an outstanding job in the play he went to see recently.   


Alderman Gomer

· Asked about the status on the sign on Shoreacres Blvd. Alderman Washington replied that the insurance company has settled with the Civic Association and the art work has been ordered. 

· Reported that a sign is missing westbound at Broadway and Shoreacres Blvd. that reads “Cross traffic does not stop”. 

Said Shoreacres still doesn’t have “silk-fencing”. Mayor Edmonson said she hasn’t put an ordinance together yet. 

· Received his County 2002 tax statement in 2003, said he paid them in December 


2003, and said that they were a year late in being mailed out.

             Alderman Ellis 

· Called CLEMC to see if a representative would be available for the Council meeting February 23, 2004. She will call back tomorrow.


      Alderman Krauhs 

· Attended the Clear Lake Area Council of Cities meeting in which they discussed 

storm readiness. Said he has a copy of the presentation about the Community Rating System from that meeting. 

Attended the LaPorte Citizens Advisory Council to Industry  on Tuesday and the topic was safety of the surrounding thirty-seven plants in this area. Had graphs that showed an average safety rate of 1.06, with a 0 being the best score.


      Mayor Edmonson

· Plans on attending the Coastal Texas 200 Advisory Committee’s  second meeting tomorrow night; however the meeting is at the same time asCommissioner Sylvia Garcia’s town hall meeting. 

· Reported that Gene Green will be speaking at the next Harris County Mayor and Council meeting.

· Mentioned that Shari Tait spoke to Patti Welborn, from BFI for some dates to look at for a Recycling Tour. Said the dates they are looking at were March 5 and March 26.


· Spoke to Maureen Wakeland from TxDOT about the lack of a right turn lane at the newly redone intersection at State Highway 146 and Shoreacres Blvd. TxDOT did some counts of the amount of traffic coming from each direction and concluded that it works better the way it is now, with a left-turn only lane rather than a right-turn only lane. There is also a sensor at the intersection now that triggers the light to change based on the amount of traffic.

· Said the bid package for the joint venture road improvements  with Harris County on some road work went before the Commissioners Court on February 3. 

· Received some updated graphs and drawings from Texas Parks and Wildlife on Circle Park,a Bike Trail, and other parks improvements in Shoreacres, and she’ll turn those over to the Parks and Recreation Board.  

· T-Mobile is working on the final contract with the City for a cell phone tower on the water tower.  


3.2
Review/Discuss Public Works, and Administration Reports

· A Police Department Report was submitted, hereto as Attachment “A”.  Mayor Edmonson said she is going to check with Officer Newman about the first response times reported. 

· Mayor Edmonson said the City Secretary was out last week so there is no Administrative report. 

· Mayor Edmonson said the Public Works Report was incomplete, and the Director of Public Works is working on completing it.    

4.0       APPROVAL OF MINUTES



4.1
Approval of Minutes of January 12, 2004.


Motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Washington to approve the minutes of January 12, 2003 as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.0
NEW BUSINESS

5.1
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-03, Contract with Purdue, Brandon, Collins & Mott for the Collection of Delinquent Taxes. Jason Bailey, a representative, explained other services they provide such as title searches. Mayor Edmonson discussed our contract with the La Porte Tax Office and that they designate a company to collect our delinquent taxes at the rate of twenty percent. She said that she questioned the need for a contract directly with his firm at all, since we actually contract with the La Porte Tax Office, who in turn selects the firm to collect delinquent taxes. Mr. Bailey responded by stating that by allowing only La Porte to contract with the collections firm, the City would lose the control and the company may not be responsive to our needs. Motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Washington to approve Ordinance Number 2004-03 for the contract for collections of delinquent taxes.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.2
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-04, Contract Providing for the Regulation of Accessory Buildings within the City. Alderman Krauhs made a few typographical corrections. Council discussed omitting children’s playhouses and adding greenhouses in the Section 1. In Section 2, the last line should read ” located on the same lot as the principal or main structure”. Alderman Gomer suggested that something be mentioned in the Shoreacres Shorts about tying down all sheds that are located in citizen’s yards within the city. Mayor Edmonson said that she would first check with the Building Official to see where in the ordinances this regulation exists. Alderman Gomer said a maximum square footage of accessory building based on the percentage of the yard should be implemented into the ordinance. Discussion followed on the difference in the sizes of lots around the city. Mayor Edmonson suggested adding language in this ordinance allowing the Board of Adjustments the power to grant variances. Motion to table this item was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Krauhs.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.  

5.3
Consider/Approve Resolution Number 2004-01, Adopting an Investment Policy for the Administration of Public Funds. Mayor Edmonson said she attended a class a month ago and realized that the City should have an adopted investment policy by resolution annually. The resolution must state that the City can decide to use a bank outside of the City. She said that an investment report should be done quarterly and be made a part of the financial report. Alderman Krauhs and Alderman Washington had grammatical corrections and Mayor Edmonson asked that page numbers to be added to the resolution. Motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve Resolution 2004-01 with the few corrections.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

6.0
ADJOURNMENT


Mayor Edmonson adjourned the meeting at approximately at 8:16 p.m.





______________________________________ 



Nancy R. Edmonson, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________




Shari Tait, City Secretary
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