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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2004 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL AT 601 SHOREACRES BLVD., SHOREACRES, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. 


1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON

MAYOR

PRESENT

STAN KRAUHS

MAYOR-PRO-TEM
PRESENT 

DAN BLANCHARD

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

VICKIE ELLIS


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JOE GOMER


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON

ALDERMAN

ABSENT
SHARI TAIT


CITY SECRETARY
PRESENT



2.0
CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1
Citizen’s Comments

Christi Keller, 3315 Bayou Dr.
· Asked council, if they decide to make a change with the BFI services, to consider 
having BFI provide the citizens on Bayou St. (from Forest to the dead end) a 90 gallon poly cart with wheels. She recommended BFI use a smaller truck to pick up the trash and to pick up one day a week rather than two (recycling materials twice a month rather than every week). This would not eliminate the trucks from driving on the road but said it would be less often and may help alleviate some of the problem of them tearing up the road.   
3.0
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/General Discussion


Alderman Ellis
· Received some requests for dates for the CPR class to be instructed by CLEMC. Said she will arrange for a class to be provided on a weekday as well as one on a Saturday in late April or early May. Mayor Edmonson said she would put it in the “Shoreacres Shorts” next month.      

Alderman Blanchard
· Acknowledged receipt of a letter from Paula Wheeler who has concerns with the Building Official.

Alderman Krauhs

· Was unable to attend last weeks meeting of the Clear Lake Area Council of Cities.
Alderman Gomer

· Recognized an article relating to floods and hurricanes in the TML monthly magazine. 


Mayor Edmonson

· Said Harris County selected a contractor for the joint venture streets (Fairfield, Westview, Seagrove, Shadylawn, and Brookside) and said it will now go before the Commissioners Court for approval. She said the bid was almost half of what was expected and suggested an amendment to the Capital Budget to transfer the additional funds to improve drainage.  
· Said the bond streets (Baywood, Shadylawn, Forest and Oakdale) are still being delayed for approval from the Corp of Engineers. She said she originally thought it was being delayed because of the outflow from Forest St. into Taylor Bayou but said that the Corp has declared every ditch in Shoreacres a jurisdictional wetlands. She said in best case scenario, it would be June before the County could even start the bid process.  
3.2
Review/Discuss Police, Public Works, and Administration Reports.

Police Department

· A Police Report was submitted, hereto as Attachment “A”
· Mayor Edmonson said that at the last meeting a citizen asked why the Chief of Police was not present at the meetings. She said that normally the Chief or the Public Works Director are not required to attend but said if anyone needed them to attend for a particular reason, just to let her know. Otherwise, they were not required to attend. 

· Alderman Gomer asked again that a sign be put at the intersection of Old. Hwy. 146 and Broadway saying “Cross Traffic Does Not Stop”.
· Alderman Krauhs asked if the Council Chambers was large enough to hold a LEPC meeting and the Mayor said that they had had some meetings here in the past. 

Administration Report

· An Administration report was submitted, hereto as Attachment “B”.

· The City Secretary said the deadline to apply for candidacy is March 15, 2004.


Public Works Department 
· Submitted a Public Works Report hereto as Attachment “C”.

· Mayor Edmonson said the Director is using a new system to configure this report but said it still took a while to compile the data.
· The Mayor said the Director and Humberto Vela are both out this week attending classes so the Public Works Department is short staffed all week. 

· Alderman Krauhs asked the status of the Mosquito Spraying license and the Mayor said that Ralph Hect will be attending classes to try to get that license. Alderman Gomer suggested contracting that service.    

4.0
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4.1
Approval of Minutes of January 26, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the minutes as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

4.2
Approval of Minutes of January 30, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the minutes as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

4.3
Approval of Minutes of February 23, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Ellis to approve the minutes as written.


Ayes: Gomer, Ellis, Blanchard


Abstain: Krauhs 


MOTION CARRIES BY MAJORITY VOTE.

5.0
NEW BUSINESS

5.1
Discuss/Take Action on Appointment of Gregory Bess to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Mayor Edmonson said one citizen that was appointed has decided that he can not serve and has resigned from the Board. She recommended Mr. Bess be appointed in his place. Mr. Bess said that he and his wife live on Sunrise with a 3 year old daughter. He said that since he does have a child, he felt being involved with this board would be a good idea. He said he grew up on Bay Oaks and just moved back to this area in late 2002. Moved by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the Appointment. 


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.       
5.2
Consider/Approve Expenditure of up to $550.00 to William Banks for Damages Caused by A Sewer Back Up at His Residence. Mayor Edmonson said that a sewer clean out cap was left off which caused a back up of sewer into Mr. Banks residence. TML, the City’s insurance provider, denied the claim made by Mr. Banks because the State Law provides immunity to City’s if the damage was not caused by gross negligent or by motor driven equipment. Mr. Banks provided pictures of the damage and an invoice to repair the damage. A motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the expenditure and to take the cost from the sewer reserve fund.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

Alderman Krauhs made a motion to discuss agenda item 5.4 next. 

5.4
Consider/Approve the Expenditure of $6,418.65 for the Overlay of East Bayou St. from Forest to the Dead End. Mayor Edmonson said this contractor was used in the past and explained that the original intent was to pave E. Bayou after Forest St. was paved because that project includes two new outflow pipes under E. Bayou. She said it would be strange having a paved street connecting into two unpaved streets but this would improve the road conditions for the citizens on that street. Mayor Edmonson said the contractor, Mr. Edwards, feels like there is plenty of base material on the street. He would clean up the base with a maintainer and move the material that has fallen to the sides back in. He will also contour the ditches to help water flow. She told Council that limestone is being used to keep repairing the road at almost $500 a load and the Director of Public Works says he has probably put $2500-$3000 worth of material on that section of road alone within the last year. Mr. Keller of 3315 E. Bayou, said he was concerned with the scope of work and questioned how long a paved road would hold up without some serious reworking of the ditches and grading. He said without grading and alleviating the water traps, it was a waste of money and time. Mayor Edmonson asked the Keller’s if they were going to pour a concrete driveway and was told that they were. She said she wanted that done before the road was paved due to the weight of the trucks. Mayor Edmonson said a drainage pipe may be put in where the Keller’s driveway connects. Bob Wells, 3317 E. Bayou, said there is a drainage ditch that runs between his house and the Morris’s house and that water crosses the street. He said that water would have no place to go if the street is built up. Mayor Edmonson said another drainage pipe may need to be installed there as well. Mr. Wells asked how wide of a road and how much base was included in the cost. Mayor Edmonson said it would be a 16’ wide road and staked out before paving. Mr. Edwards, the contractor, said it would have a 2” base. Alderman Krauhs mentioned that that road used to go all the way through to Fairfield. Mrs. Keller said the City would then be responsible to maintain that road. Mayor Edmonson said the only thing that the road going all the way through would do is allow thru traffic and the garbage trucks wouldn’t have to back out but she said she wasn’t intending to build a new road. Mrs. Keller asked if this bid included hydro seeding and was told no. The Mayor said she could check the cost. A motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the expenditure after the Keller’s pour their driveway.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.3
Discuss/Take Action on Trash Service on Bayou Street from Forest to the Dead End. Mayor Edmonson explained that the garbage trucks are tearing up the road by falling off the shoulder when backing the trucks off of Bayou Street after they have collected the trash. She said she spoke to the representative from BFI for options and the rep suggested supplying those citizens with rolling bins and have them take the bins to the end of the street rather than the end of their driveways. Then the trucks would not have to drive on the street. She said the City did not get cost estimates on other options. Bob Wells said he would loose the service of having trash service picked up at the end of his driveway. Alderman Krauhs suggested striping the edges of the road when it’s paved. Alderman Blanchard suggested pilings with a cable lining the edge of the road. No action was taken at this time.
5.5
Consider/Approve Expenditure of up to $600.00 for repair or replacement of the Chlorine Injector at the Bayou Forest Water Tower. The Mayor said the cost to rebuild the injector is almost $500. A motion was made by Alderman Blanchard and seconded by Alderman Krauhs to approve the expenditure of $600 for replacement rather than repair. 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.6
Consider/Approve Expenditure of $10,370.00 for Repair to the Pigeon Walk on the Elevated Water Tower and Block Letters “SHOREACRES” in a Viewable Location. Mayor Edmonson suggested tabling this item until the Director of Public Works could get more than one bid. Alderman Gomer said $10,000 was budgeted and a portion of that has already been spent. He also said he asked the City Secretary to have the estimate split out as to show the cost of the repair to the pigeon walk and the cost of the painting. The city Secretary said about $700 of that fund has been spent and the cost for the repair of the pigeon walk was $9350. She said if the painting is done at the same time as the repair, the cost for the painting will be $1000. If the painting is done at a later time, the cost will be $1550. A motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Krauhs to table this agenda item. 
5.7
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-07, Designating The Bayshore Sun as the Official Newspaper of the City of Shoreacres. A motion was made by Alderman Blanchard and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve Ordinance Number 2004-07 as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.8
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-08, A Contract with Joe Edwards for Site Plan Reviews. Mayor Edmonson said this ordinance is being suggested because the current Building Inspector’s lack of reviewing site plans in a timely manner. This would allow Mr. Edwards to review all site plans. Latane Lamb, the City’s current Building Official will continue to do all inspections. Mayor Edmonson said that rather than a percentage, this contract is done on an hourly basis. Alderman Blanchard asked if this would cause confusion since one person is doing the reviews and the other doing the actual inspections. The Mayor said that both guys have worked together in the past and are okay with the change. Alderman Gomer asked if Mr. Edwards has an engineering degree and was told that he did not but that he is licensed and qualified in all the required trades. Alderman Blanchard questioned the letter he received from Ms. Wheeler. Her concerns were that the current official may find one thing wrong at an inspection and not continue the inspection rather than completing the inspection and finding all the problems before they had to pay a re-inspection fee. He asked if this was normal practice. Mr. Keller of 3515 E. Bayou said that that is normal practice. A motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve Ordinance Number 2004-08 as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

6.0 ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Edmonson adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____DAY OF _______________________


2004.







________________________________







Nancy R. Edmonson

ATTEST:

___________________

Shari Tait, City Secretary
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